TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A MEETI NG
BETWEEN THE PRESI DENT AND H R. HALDEMAN ON
APRI L 25, 1973, FROM 4:40 P.M TO 5:30 P. M




TRANSCRI PT OF A RECORDI NG OF A MEETI NG BETWEEN THE
PRESI DENT AND H. R HALDEMAN ON APRIL 25, 1973, FROM 4: 40

P.M, TO 5:30

P. M

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

Hi . Cone on in.

Well, that is hard work. Good God! It's
amazing it works awfully well ...

Good.
.ln picking up the, uh, guest. It doesn't
pick up you well. It nust be set on the side

of the desk or sonething.

Coul d you get them both?

Yes, on either side of your desk.
Very good.

And, uh, it's hard as hell to hear you, so
you gotta keep | ooking back and re-working.

It's pretty frustrating, but, uh-

It’s, it's in there. There is the neeting
where--this is the neeting in the norning of
March twenty-first (tape noise.) had
Ehrlichman for an hour at first. Then you
had Steve in and tal ked about the plan for
going to Key Biscayne the next night after
your neeting, with Shultz..



APRI L 25,
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

Um hmm

.ln the late afternoon, down to Key Bi scayne
for your |ong weekend, Thursday night.
(Unintelligible with tape noise) Gay and
the problens there and the strategy of the
FBI and stuff like that a bit. And then
Dean said, "The reason for this neeting this
nmorning, is that you don't really know what

| know, so it's difficult for you to make

j udgnents. And, uh, he said, "Overall

t here' s-no doubt about the seriousness of

all this. There's a cancer close to the
Presidency. It's growing daily; it's
conmpounding itself. W' re being blackmail ed.
People are going to start perjuring to
protect others and there's no assurance it
isnt all gonna bust. And, let's face it.
First, let me fill you in on the Watergate.”
Then he went back to the begi nning, went

t hrough the whole thing on how it cane
about .

Ri ght .

It. doesn’t matter. Put the pieces together
(unintelligible) the information
(unintelligible with tape noi se) aware of
any, of it, until, uh, afterwards. You don t
know how nuch know edge M tchel |l had.

| asked hi m how much know edge
(unintelligible).
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HALDEMAN

Yeah. (Unintelligible wth tape noise)

hi msel f. That, uh,--*1 honestly believe no
one over here knew." And you asked about
Bob. He said, "I don't believe Bob knew

specifically. | think Strachan did know.

Bob knew there was a capacity.” He says,
(unintelligible with tape noi se) seventeenth
he says, "I was under instructions, under
their instructions not to investigate. W
wor ked on the theory of containnment. W
knew everything the FBI did and everything
the Gand Jury did and | have-Petersen’s a
soldier, he kept nme inforned of the | eads
(unintelligible) inthis Adm nistration. He
made- sure the investigation was narrowed and
t here was not hing i nproper-about it, and
they ran out each lead to the fullest extent
and they kept" (unintelligible) But you
said, "Wiy didn’'t they call Hal deman?” Dean
said, "There was no reason for calling-him"
he, said. He said, "Strachan appeared, as a
result of coaching, to be the dunbest guy on
the Coonmttee.” That's Gordon Strachan.
(Tape noise) -"the demands for attorneys’
fees. You're asking us, to take this, uh,

t hrough the election, so, uh, you gotta have
noney to take care of other kinds and al
that. So arrangenments were made through
Mtchell and | was present. |, Dean was
present. They had to be taken care of and

t heir needs done and all that
(unintelligible) operates cash. Sone of it
went to Hunt's |awer. H's wife was taking
noney to a Cuban when her pl ane was shot
down.”



APRI L 25, 1973, FROM 4:40 P.M, TO 5:30 P.M

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: --says (tape noise) “It’s the first tinme
heard that"

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: (unintelligible) “is involved and Ehrlichman

is, I am and Mtchell is, That's

obstruction of justice. And you said, “How

i s Hal deman invol ved?” He said, “W ran out
of noney and borrowed that three fifty in
the safe for polling and so they cane here
and I went to Hal deman and Hal deman sai d,
“What s it for?” And | told him and uh, we—
as you know we had decided that there is no
price too high to pay and blow it before the

el ection. Now see, | told himnone of that
noney was taken out until after the el ection
So that's a,...

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: ...a point we gotta find out. Uh, he says
“Now there’ Il be continual blackmail by

Hunt, Liddy and McCord. Col son had tal ked
indirectly to Hunt about conmutati on,

Bl ackmail is continuing. Hunt called his

| awyer, O Brien at CREEP Friday. The | awer
canme to ne. Hunt was denmandi ng seventy-two
t housand for personal noney and fifty

t housand for attorneys’ fees and he said he
had to have it by the close of business
yest er day;
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

that he was trying to get his

affairs in order because he’s gonna be
sentenced on Friday. This was on Wdnesday.

| told OBrien he canme to the wong man. I'm
not...I’mnot involved with noney. | don’t
know a thing about it and I can’t help you.”
And he said, “OBrien is a great bal

pl ayer. He’s conpletely safe and no problem
Hunt made a direct threat against Ehrlichman
for blackmail” He said, “I’Il bring
Ehrlichman to his knees and put himin jail
on El I sberg and other. It depends on what
are the soft points the Cuban
(unintelligible) that, that Hunt...”

Ri ght .

"These were the same people that Hunt and

Li ddy used in the California break-in. So,
so, they knew about—Hunt and Liddy are
(unintelligible) around the White House.”
And you asked, “Why it was done.” He said,

“l don’t know,” He said, “There are a couple
of things here |I’ve gotten into. At one tine
there was a second-story job on Brookings,”
which | didn't know about. “And | was told
Ehrlichman had instructed and I checked with
hi m and he said he didn’t know anything
about it and to turn if off. And | did
(unintelligible). He knows, uh, “he said”,
who knows about all this.
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

The Cubans' |awer, Rothblatt, who's

a no-good son-of-a-bitch. F. Lee Bailey who
canme in to cool Rothblatt down.
(Unintelligible) Bittman, O Brien, and
Par ki nson. They're solid but they know. Then
all of the principals and sonme of the w ves
(unintelligible tape noise).” You said,
“Soneone did raise the question of nme and
Hunt’ s conmutation.” And | just said, “You—
you got terribly upset about that
(unintelligible) but obviously it’s a
serious problem to the extent of “Dean
said, “That’s the extent of ny know edge.”
He said that, “In soft spots there’ s one
continuing blackmail. Not just now when
they’re in prison, but, ah, not just now but
when they get to prison, they re gonna keep
on with this and they conpound the
obstruction of justice problemand it’ ||
cost noney. You know, people here aren’t
pros, they don’t know how to do this kind of
thing.” You said, “Well, maybe we can’t do
it.” Dean said, “That’s right, plus the,
it’s the problem of raising noney.” He said,
“Mtchell’s working on the noney. There' s no
denyi ng that Hal deman, Ehrlichman and Dean
are involved in the early fund raising.”

You said, “How nmuch noney is involved in
this.” “If we need the noney we can get the
noney. W can get it in cash. | know where
it could be gotten but the question is who
can handle it?” Dean said, “That’s right.” -
And, Dean then said, “Mtchell should be
charged with that. And he ought to get sone
pros to help him He has LaRue getting it
now and | told him *‘That, that’'s awful.



APRI L 25, 1973, FROM 4:40 P.M, TO 5:30 P.M

HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

He's al so tal ked to Pappas” You

said, "I know.” He said Pappas has
apparently agreed to hel p.

| said?

You said, "I know.” Then you said, "Just
t hi nki ng out |oud here, would you put it
t hrough the Cuban Commttee?” Dean said,

"No.” And you said, "Well, it, it would be
in cash. Is the Cuban Committee--some of
this would be in cash-- |Is the Cuban

Comm ttee involved in obstruction of
justice? Wuldn't that give it cover?” Dean
said, “Wll, we need sone for the Cubans and
sonme for Hunt and then we have Liddy and
McCord doesn’t want one and he’'s not a
bought man right now.” Now that, sort of
finished the subject there and he got into

t he grow ng cancer business and you said,
“What do you nean?” He said, “Well, MCord
woul d, -- Krogh perjured hinself before the
Grand Jury. He’s haunted by it and went into
that. Mtchell and Magruder have potenti al
perjuries and there’'s a possibility of any

i ndi vi dual blowing things (unintelligible).”
Then you said, “Your nmjor one to control is
Hunt because he knows so nuch.” He said,

“Ri ght. He keeps sayi ng Col son--he thinks
Col son abandoned hi m because he tried to see
hi m about noney and Col son wouldn’t talk to
hi m about noney” and so on. And you said,
“Looking at the imredi ate problem don’t you
have to handle Hunt’'s financial situation?”
And Dean said, “I talked to Mtchell about
that |ast night.”
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

And you said," W' ve got to keep the cap

on the bottle that nmuch, at |east."” Dean
said,” That’s right.” You said, Either that
or let it all blow right now,” Then Dean
said,” That’'s the question.” Then you got
into the Kal mbach thing. Dean expl ai ned
about the one twenty-seven mllion Kal nbach
had in boxes. Said he’'d spent a lot of it.
Thi sis fascinating because | didn't know any
of this. He spent a good deal since ’69.

Fi ve hundred thousand for private polling;
four hundred thousand for the South for

anot her candi date. That wasn’'t for Wall ace,
it was for the guy who ran agai nst Wl |l ace.

Yeah.

(Unintelligible) for the guy who ran agai nst
himin 70. He nentioned Tony who did the

Chappaqui ddi ck study. You said, "I heard
about that. "And he said-- and you said,
that, "There's nothing illegal" or

sonet hing. Dean said, "No, nothing illegal,
but it was explosive.”" He said, " | don't

know anything illegal where Kal nbach did it
except that he won't, blow the whistle on
peopl e and that therefore he nay get hinself
into perjury."” Now for exanple, | asked him
about Segretti and where he'd get the cash.
And you said, "How do we handle that?" And
Dean, said, “ Well, it doesn't bother ne,
there’s no crime there, it's just
politically enbarassing. O her,

vul nerabilities, that runaway G and Jury in
New York on Mtchell and Stans “ Ehrlichman
t hi nks- -
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HALDEMAN

( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

he says," They're gonna try and grab
Ehrl i chman

(unintelligible) and, uh, Ehrlichman may
have to appear at that Gand Jury.” You
said, "Wuld he have privilege?” He said,
“"No there's no privileged information.”

| said or he did?

You said, "he would have privilege.” Dean
said, "No.” Then he & into the Segretti
thing and, and sane stuff that you already
have--that Hal deman did authorize .it and
the potential felony charge for Chapin. The

real problemis that—I’mnot too concerned
about that, it's the problemon the PR side,
but that's all. He said, "Well, the rea

problemis the growi ng situation of support
for the Watergate people and the need for

sone people to perjure thenselves. If this
ever blows and we’'re in a cover-up
situation, it'll be extrenely damaging to

you. For exanple, if it starts breaking and
they find a crimnal case agai nst Hal deman,
uh, Dean, Mtchell, or Ehrlichman." You
said, "Com ng down to that fact we cannot
take the heat. W have to share it--we have
to shave it alittle.” | think that's what
it boils down to. (Unintelligible).
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:
HALDERAN

"Hal deman, Ehrlichman and Mtchell and |

shoul d sit down and spend a day or however
long to figure it out. And, uh, try to
figure howto carve this away fromyou so
that it doesn't, uh, (tape noise) you or the
Presi dency, damage you or the Presidency,
and, uh, (unintelligible) 1 just don't know
about this but it's obvious, | know from our
conversations that, uh, these are things
that you had no know edge of.” And, uh, you
said, "The triggerman was Col son on this"

and Dean said, "Well, he was just in a chain
of command. And, and uh, the problemis,
will this break some day with a dom no

situation? For instance, Haldeman will be
accused of things that he never heard of,
and the President will be hurt fromthose."
Dean said, "I amnot confident we can ride
through this. There are soft

spot s--everybody | ooking out for hinself and
getting counsel, worried or hoping for a
long tine but (unintelligible) by the Gay
thing getting me on the front pages."

Mm
"Suppose you and Hal deman and Ehrlichman and
Mtchell put out a full disclosure.” Dean

said, "Well, that's one way." And, uh, then
you said--then he said,” And we can have the
President tell the Attorney General he
wants, another Grand Jury. And, uh, put
that out to avoid crimnal liability for
many people and a m ninmum for the rest by

t hi nki ng through the immunity question.”
And, you said you mght tell Magruder

sonet hi ng. He said, "Yeah, but sonme of
themw ||l have to go to jail.”
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

You said," Who? Let's talk about that."

Dean said, " |I think I would, for one." You
said, "Oh, no, no!” Dean said, "Yeah." |
can see people starting to point the finger
on the obstruction of justice.” You said.
"You were just doing it as counsel. W can
cut it off at the pass.” Dean said, “I

think that proper coordination with the
Departnent of Justice', naybe we coul d.
Petersen is the only one | know that's

bri ght enough to advise us, to put together-
-put this together with maxi num separation
for the President and m nunum danage to the
individuals. | have faith in him Ah, |
have just been the conduit of information,
taki ng care of people who are guilty of
crinmes and that's, what they're getting on
obstruction of justice, that's how they're
getting-I was a conduit taking care of
peopl e who were guilty of crines."
(Unintelligible). Then you said, "Suppose
you got the noney and had a way to handl e

it. It would seemto nme that would be
worthwhile but we'd still have the problem
of Hunt's clenency.” Dean said, "Right. And
the others-It nay be untenable. |'m not
sure you can deliver on clenency.” And you
said, "Not before the '74 election for
sure." He said, “It may involve-it may

further involve you in this,” and you said,
"Yes, and it's wong.”

11
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN

Dean said, "There have been sone bad

j udgenents nade and sone necessary

j udgenents nade before the el ection, but we
can't burden the second adm nistration, with
sonething that won't go away." It has to be
(unintelligible) you said “Wo el se
(unintelligible) would have crim nal

probl ens?" Dean said, "Ehrlichman. On a
conspiracy to bug Ellsberg--to burglarize

El |l sberg's doctor.” He said,” Ya know,
there's a picture in the files."

| didn't know about that. All right.
(Unintelligible).

"It's enbarassing...that's gonna conme out
sone time and, uh, then, there's the
guestion why there was a phone in the Wite
House in the secretary's nanme and, uh,

have a plan but, uh, you should, uh, think
interms of howto cut the | osses and not
futher conpound them” And then; you said
that, "At the nonment don't you agree we
better take care of the Hunt thing?"

Yeah, well, |--

"Ehrlichman and Hal deman have net with ne,
but they've never net with Mtchell”, | and
he said, "Hal deman has a potential crim nal
litability (unintelligible). Unh, he's...my
be indicted but m ght not be convicted”.

The President said, “If they re gonna be
indicted, it's better to tough it through—
cut our losses so if it blows, we'll never

recover.
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

So we'll have to cut it out with no one

testifying. You got to realize the weakness
on the blackmail. "Dean said, "Wat we need
to do is get you up and out and away from
it. O else hunker down and fight it at
every turn and hope we can do, it
(unintelligible).” You said, "Stil

consider this point of briefing the Cabinet,
the | eaders and so on on ny investigation."
Dean said, "If we go there, we'll have to
give (unintelligible).” You said, "The nobst
difficult problens are the guys going to
jail and clenmency. How long will they sit
tight?" You said, "Have a neeting fast,
today.” He said, "W can't.

Mtchell's not here."” You said, "Tonorrow. "
Dean said," Hunt,-Hal deman and Ehrli chman
don't want to talk to Mtchell. Hal deman
agrees that you, you should have the facts
and wanted ne to talk to you." Sonewhere at
that point, | think, I can't tell on the

tape, but it's obvious because | talked with
him (unintelligible), W can charge them
with blackmailing us. He said, "I talked to
Ehrlichman, he's gotta get away fromthis.
But he recommends a neeting at the earliest
time.” Then you pushed for a neeting with
Hal deman and Mtchell. You said,” |I don't."
You said, "I don't want to go over there.
You decide and |l et ne know. You tell them
exactly what you told nme about the
obstruction and then see what the |line-is,
whet her we stonewal |l it or whether we take
the heat. |If it's stonewall and take the
heat or we can anal yze the vul nerable

poi nts, especially Hunt.
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

The question of whether Hunt'll blow the

whistle.” And you said to nme, "The point

is all the secretaries and so on," --You
started explaining to nme, other words,
(unintelligible) problem Then, uh, (tape
noi se) ne for the first time about the

Col son- Magruder phone call. | was kind of
surprised about that. You said,” The Hunt
problemis serious because of Ellsberg."
Dean said, "Well, we can put that on a
Nat i onal Security basis. But then they'll
say why didn't the CIAor FBI doit, | and I
sai d, "Because we were checking them” And,
uh, Dean said, "Well, we could probably get
by on that that solves the Krogh, Krogh
pro-problem that, that there was treason

i nvolved here. That's what they're
investigating." You said, "W nust have a
talk with Mtchell. The cut off point is
that a possibility it still could be Liddy
because that's where we are now and that's
all we know at this point. But that
requires--if, if Magruder is |lying--it
woul d require continued perjury by
Magruder.” And Dean then said to ne, this
is the first I was there,” Hunt's pl ayi ng
hard ball with us” | said, "what, what,
what about? Mney?" Dean said, "Yeah."

You said, “Yeah. A hundred and twenty

t housand dollars.” You said "That's' easy
to get, but its' not easy to deliver. And
trying to cut our losses won't work. W
have to | ook what they are and avoid
crimnal liability”.

14
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PRESI DENT: | said that?
HAL DEMAN

Uh, huh. And you said,” Well, there's

anot her way, but it would require a mllion
dollars to take care of the defendants.
But then they’' Il crack after we're gone,

anyway. You can't deliver on clenmency and
Col son's prom ses. Hunt's talking about
bei ng out by Christmas.” Then he reported

t he thing about Kl eindienst takes control of
t he Parol e Board now he says, "W can
deliver on parole."” Whether we'll still be
abl e to--special parole. Dean said, "Qur
greatest jeopardy is paying the blackmail."
You said, “We can get the dollars. There's
no problemwth that, but we can't provide
the clemency.” And | said,” | don't see any
way the Wiite House or anyone in the Wite
House can be involved in trying to get Hunt
the noney.” And Dean said,” Wll, we're

al ready deeply involved in that, that's the
problem"™ And, uh, then he got into that
when they ran out of the Kal nbach noney they
got the three fifty and | said,"” That was
sinply noved where it belonged."” And Dean
said, "Every tinme we ask for, ya know,

we' ve-had to get Strachan go to the safe and
take it to LaRue, which, would have been a
forever operation.” And, uh, you said,
“Back to the noney. The ways to get it.
(Pause). The hell with the mllion (tape
noise) it's all off.” But | nean you nade
(unintelligible).

15
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HAL DEMAN: "So let it go. Then blow the whistle

( CONTI NUED) and, uh, (unintelligible) is that your
recommendati on?” Dean said, No, not
necessarily. |It's better to get our story
before the Grand Jury and |l et them
i nvestigate the Wiite House. But | haven't
t hought that through.” That's where | quit
because I, | figured |I had enough and better
get over here. Unh, because..

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ... Apparently, sone nore on there is, there
is, uh, I would say that confirns your
recollection pretty nuch the way you said
it--the way you recalled it. And then,
don't really see a need (unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: Real | y?

HAL DEVAN: No.

PRESI DENT: Well, | say though that, well
(unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: ...\We can get the noney

PRESI DENT: ...We can get the noney

HAL DEMVAN: Ckay. But you didn't do it and we're
drawi ng hi mout on the question of what,
what’s in the box.

PRESI DENT: Money, what could we do with it? You get
t he noney, how do ya deliver it? Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: That's. .

PRESI DENT: ...that really (unintelligible).

16
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

Ckay. You're drawi ng Dean out on what he’'s
tal ki ng about here.

You have to know exactly what he has.

And the conclusion, in fact, was, don't do
it. Youcan't do it.

It’s not a good story, best we can...

He raises a lot of, a |lot of new stuff.
That's it.

Well. The new stuff...

It's interesting. He's told you a different
story than he's told to ne.

Well, (unintelligible). 1 said, well,
that's-we gotta keep the cap on it. W can
get the noney, huh? But | said..

Ya see, you're trying it out.
Yeah.

You re trying to: see how far it goes. You
said, "Is that your recomendati on?”
That's, you do that all the tine. You ask
peopl e questions on the basis of--, to try
and see what direction they' re going.
That's...they' re | eading questions. But it
doesn’t nean that your statenent is
(unintelligible)

| said a mllion dollars. Wth a mllion
dollars (unintelligible) clenmency. You
couldn't do it till after the ‘74, el edtions.

That's an incrimnating thing. H's, his
word agai nst the President's
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PRESI DENT:
( CONTI NUED)
HAL DEMAN:

HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEMAN
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN

(Unintelligible) tape recorder
in his pocket.

At this point, you're, you' re investigating
(pause)

(10 second unintelligible./ REMOVED)
Twenty-first?

Yeah.

It all started on the seventeenth.
Yeah, (unintelligible).

Ch yeah, he nust've been tal king from notes,
| mean it sure |looked like it-1 nean sounded
like it.

It, it made quite an orderly report he'd put
t oget her.

Uh, he told you that the bugging information
did cone to Strachan and to Hal denman,
there's no doubt about it.

Not the whole thing (unintelligible).
You just want the Hunt part of it?
Yep.

kay. "(Unintelligible). OBrien cane to
me. Hunt is demandi ng seventy two thousand
for personal needs and fifty for attorney
fees by the close of business yesterday and,
wants to get his affairs in order cause he's
gonna be sentenced on Friday.” | said to

O Brien,' You cane to the wong man. |'m
not involved in noney and I don't now a
thing about it and I can't help you.” Dean
states O Brien's a great ball player
(unintelligible).
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN

Ri ght .

He made a direct threat against Ehrlichman.
Hunt said, "I'Il bring Ehrlichman to his
knees, put himin jail.” ElIsberg and other

events, seamny things (unintelligible) they
did (unintelligible) extent they were

i nvol ved in, soft spots. He said, "The
first one is a continuing blackmai

Al right.

"...Not just now but when they're in prison
and so on. So they conpound the obstruction
of justice problemand it'Il, it'lIl cost a

| ot of noney. The people here aren't pros,
they don't know how to do this sort of
thing.” You said, "Maybe we can't.”
(Unintelligible) closer to the probl em of

rai sing noney (unintelligible) was working
on the noney. (Unintelligible),and |I have

(unintelligible) fund raising.” You said,"”
How much noney is involved?” He said, " a
mllion dollars over the next few years.”
You said, "You mght, we could get the
nmoney. W can get it in cash. | know where
it could be gotten but the question is who
can handle it.” He said, "That's

right."(tape noise) He said, “Mtchel
shoul d be charged with that responsibility
and get sone pros to help him He has LaRue
out getting it. I-told himthat's awful.
He's also talked to Pappas.” You said, “I
know.” He said, “Pappas, has agreed to

hel p." “Just thinking out |oud here, would
you put it through the Cuban Commttee?" He
said, “No.” (Unintelligible with tape

noi se) cash, is the Cuban Comm ttee,
obstruction of, justice
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:

woul d that give it a cover.” He

said, "W need sone for the Cubans and sone
for Hunt.” W can't say (unintelligible).
Ri ght .

Krogh's probl ens--on that thing you said,"
Your maj or one to control is Hunt, because
he knows so much." He said, "Right. He kept
sayi ng Col son cause he thinks Col son
abandoned him (unintelligible.)" "Don't you
have to handle Hunt's financial situation?”
Dean said, “I talked to Mtchell about that
last night." You said, "You got to keep the
cap on the bottle that nmuch cause

it's"--Dean ,.said, "That's right.” You
said, Either that or let it all blow right
now.” Dean said, "That's the question."”

That's not a bad line for nme at that point,
isit? Political or is it gonna cone down.

| don't think so. You' re snoking himout on
what he thinks the alternatives are.

Yeah.
You' re punping him
Yeah.
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

As you did on other things here,-in these
various things you would say to well, you
know, "What woul d you do about this and
what, where woul d you go on that?” Then
they got to the attenpt (unintelligible),
"Suppose you got the noney and the way to
handl e things. It would seemto ne that
woul d be worthwhile.” You said, “W'd have
a problemwth Hunt's cl enency. "
"(Unintelligible) and the others maybe
(unintelligible) and the others that may be

untenable. |'mnot sure you can deliver on
clenmency.” You said, “Not before the '74
el ection for sure.” Dean said,” It may
further involve you.” You said," Yes, and

it wuld be,--then it's wong."
That's not bad.

Dean said "There' ve been sone bad judgenents
made and sone necessary judgenents nade
before the el ection, but you can't burden
the second adm nistration with sonething
that won t go away. There has to be-* And
you said, “Well, who else is a potenti al
crimnal?” Dean said “You know | don't have
a plan but we should think in ternms of how
to cut the | osses and not further

conmpound. t hem” You said, "At the nonent,
don’t you agree we better take care of the
Hunt thing. (unintelligible)

Ri ght .

(Unintelligible with tape noise) it was just
sort of |obbed in...(Tape noise).
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDEMAN

...to the point of setting up a

meeting with Ehrlichman (unintelligible)
with Mtchell. (Tape noise). | think you
wanted to anal yze the vul nerabl e points such
as Hunt, the problem of whether Hunt woul d
bl ow the whistle. Dean told ne about the
fact that Hunt had been a probl em because of
this--

Nat i onal Security.

Well, uh, you say, you say the Hunt problem
is serious because of Ellsberg. And the
effect on our National Security.

(Unintelilgible Tape Noise) hard hall with
us" and | said,"” Wiat? What about, noney?”
and you said," Yes: 120,000, which is easy
to get, but-,it's not easy to deliver. W
have to try to cut our |osses but it won't
work, so we have to | ook at what they are to
avoid crimnal liability.” (Tape Noise)

|, | oughta go back and get your verbatim
points. These are--ny desk—+t’s hard as
hell to get you on this thing.

That's right.

(unintelligible with tape noise)”would
require a mllion dollars to take care of
t he defendants, but they' Il crack after
we’'re gone.”
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HALDUI AN

| said that?

Un hmm  And then there was sone di scussion
about, you know, yeah, but, but then Dean
said that was, that would be history but it
woul dn't affect us directly or sonething.
And, uh, (tape noise) be said sonething
about we can't deliver on clenency. Colson's
been dropping prom ses. Dean said," Yeah,
Hunt's tal ki ng about bei ng out by
Christmas.” (Unintelligible) Then they got
into a parol e discussion.

Kl ei ndi enst to give parole, right?

And then, uh, he cane back with, "Qur
greatest jeopardy is, is uh, the thing is

bl ackmail .” You said, " W can, you get the
dollars. W can get the noney. There' s no
problemw th that. But we can't deliver on
clemency.” | said,” | don't see any way the
Wi te House or anyone in the White House can
(unintelligible).” He said,
(unintelligible). 1 think there's probably
nmore. | think we went back over it again.
We got nore into the thing of, "But we can't
doit, that it isn't right,
(unintelligible).” | recall nore discussion
when | was there of the thing of it being-,
that we can’t get into this kind of a
position. (Unintelligible) a position and
besides that it was National Security. It
seens to me that there was nore di scussion
and (unintelligible) but it isn't-
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PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: If it is, it isn't (unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: The are many questions based on that. He
can say that the President discussed we
gotta keep the cap on the bottle, we gotta
t ake care of Hunt.

HAL DEMAN: Vell, I'd say, it was because

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) how do we deliver the
money? O enmency not before '74? That's the
vul nerabl e point.

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) your position..

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible with tape noise) the fact
that it never happened.

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible with tape noise) drawi ng him
out, that you nade notes, steps on this.
That you were al so concerned, you were
trying to winnow that one out because there
was, there were factors in it that Dean
didn't know anything about as this
conversation indicates, about the National
Security. (Unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: That' s-you may be pushing himthere to find
out whet her he has set up a system of
delivery and all that, which he didn't.

PRESI DENT:

VWat |'mreally setting up there, putting
the best light on a on a bad situation, is
basic, basically |I'msaying, * Well, get
t he noney, but uh, we should try to cut it
off and so forth- but how do you do it?"
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HAL DEMAN: You' re being blackmail ed, here on this.
specific question of, of the National
Security point. Because what Hunt was
hol ding ya up on, was not on the \Watergate.

PRESI DENT: Still, still-

HAL DEMVAN: But, but on the other, seany work for
Ehrlichman. All the other defendants were
also involved in this.

PRESI DENT: Is time (unintelligible) big pressure?

HAL DEMAN: Yeah. | don't think | think he's spinning
out what, what he thinks Dean is |ooking at
as his hole card.

PRESI DENT: Kl ei ndi enst canme-.over today (noise) and,
uh, this nmenorandum he gave
me...(Unintelligible) And | authorized him
to, uh, pass that ahead pass it to the
j udge, uh, cause (unintelligible).

HAL DEMAN: (Unintelligible).
PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).
HAL DEMAN: That was Wednesday. You net with hi m+that

was Wednesday norning. You net with him
again early afternoon in here with Mtchell
and Ehrlichman. ..
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PRESI DENT: | know t hat.

HAL DEVAN: ...and then later in the afternoon with
Ehrli chman.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).

HAL DEMVAN: Then | think you net with him Thursday, the
next day, before then you went to Key
Bi scayne Thursday night. 1'll have to check
the log. I'mnot sure if Dean went with him
Thursday or not, but as | recall, | think he
di d.

PRESI DENT: (Tape noi se) back here who had the
conversation with Mtchell on the noney.

HAL DEMAN: Yeah, it --really isn't a conversation with
Mtchell on the noney.

PRESI DENT: el | .

HAL DEVAN: There was a conversation between M tchel

and Dean that we assuned was on, on the
noney, and, and we assuned (unintelligible)
because we didn't say it there was |
sonething we didn't want to get into.

(Unintelligible) said, "Listen, | guess it's
taken care of. There's no problemthere. |
guess, it's worked out. | guess it's okay”,

sonething to that effect. And, uh, the big
guestion was, "Did you pay himthe noney, or
didn't you pay him or are you going to, or
i s soneone el se paying him or did you tel
himto go to hell or what?”
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

The matter was ny trying to get the facts,
the truth, and that's the (unintelligible).
Call in John, telling me for the first tine
(unintelligible).

You're, you’' re probing
Right here, I"'minterested in a cost, right?

You (unintelligible), you never said this
is, you, you asked |eading questions. You
nev--, you said, well, we can get the noney,
that's no problem You just see,
(unintelligible).

Vell,-but | said we oughta, uh, at |east we
ought to take care of that, didn't | say
t hat though?

Yeah, but that was to lead himon into the
guestion of how to handl e the noney. And he
didn't buy. He said,” | don't know. You
ought to get busy on-if you gonna do that
Mtchell ought to take care of it.' Which is
kind of interesting. You were trying to
snoke out whet her Dean knew how to handl e
nmoney. And was involved in this payoff
stuff and it was clear he wasn't. He didn't
know didn't give you any answer to the
guestion, said," You ought to-that Mtchel
ought to do that, get sonme pros to handle
it.”
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HAL DEMAN:
( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

Now, | think I'll find later in

this thing, because | think I recall when
was there, a discussion of that where Dean
was saying," No, our people don’'t know how
to wash noney, get it all worked out," and
all that, and, uh, | think that will conme up
agai n, where you push him

| may have said later (unintelligible) do
what you can on it.

Vll, you may be, may be dead--1 don't think
you di d.
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PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

You were there (unintelligible) that day
(unintelligible). You were there the rest
of that day.

(Tape noi se) that norning.

My recollection's fairly clear on that
(unintelligible).

Let me tell you one--naybe bot hersone thing
in that, | checked this (unintelligible) the
tape works the in here (tape noise). 1In the
| og, when the four of us net in here, with
you, Dean and Mtchell were in for five

m nutes | onger than Ehrlichman and | were.

Yeah. That was when we di scussed

(unintelligible). 1, uh, discussed noney
with Mtchell, never.
kay.

Don't worry about that |o0g?
The only other tine...
(Unintel ligible)

...because at that point, Dean woul d have
felt, 1"'msure that, the problem no | onger
exi sted because of the conversation he had
with Mtchell--(unintelligible-tape noise)
on the a neeting in the evening, late in the
day, with Ehrlichman, Dean, -and nme in here,
t hat sonethi ng was said about--w th that

bei ng, as much on your mnd as it was in the
nmorning |, | can't inmagine that you didn't
do sonething to follow up on it. Because
you woul dn’t, you, you wouldn't just |et
sonething |like that drop. You' d had to have
satisfied yourself in sonme way that
somet hi ng was happeni ng on that.
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PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: It probably is, if you didn't raise it with
Mtchell and Dean, you probably raised it
wi th Ehrlichman, Dean and ne and one of us
probably said that Mtchell said sonething
this norning about it, and..

PRESI DENT: Yes, |...

HAL DEVAN: ...l think that's no probl em or sonething
i ke that.

PRESI DENT: So that's that.

HAL DEVAN: That's it.

PRESI DENT: ...You think he'll say that--that we were
aware of it? (unintelligible-tape noise).

HAL DEVAN: At that point, you're trying to bust the
case. You're not worrying about i ndividual
acts, at that point in tine. You're trying
to open up what the hell's going on here.
And you don't know whether to believe this
guy at this point. You're starting to
wonder .

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: Sonme of sonme of these stories..

PRESI DENT: Li ke. .

HAL DEMAN: ...some of these stories don’t check. He
tells you Krogh's worried about perjury,
Ehrlichman tells you Krogh flaty says he
didn’'t perjure hinmself and has no concern
about it at all.

PRESI DENT: That’s quite, quite true at this point too
that, uh, we discussed the, the nopney
situation, raising the noney
(unintelligible). 1 said, “That’s wong,
didn"t 1?7 Oh, wong on cl enency.

HAL DEMAN: No, you said getting, the noney was w ong.

PRESI DENT:

Hm??
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HAL DEMAN: You said that, that approach woul d be
wr ong. . .

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: ...trying to get the noney. No, because |
don't think you felt that clemency was
wong. | think you felt that you had sone
justification for clenmency on Hunt.

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

HAL DEMAN: Because of his famly, and he then, actually
you' d tal ked about it for all of them
because, because the people, they really are
bei ng screwed. ..

PRESI DENT: Ri ght.

HAL DEMVAN: ...0n an equity basis.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible).

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) you can't nove in on
i mredi ate cl emency. You probably may not be
able to do it. But in clenency there can be
conpassi on, not, not concern with with
cover - up

PRESI DENT: Al so say, we can say we considered it,
tal ked about,-said (unintelligible) it just
won't work. (Unintelligible-with tape
noise). W didn't furnish any noney, thank
CGod.

HAL DEMAN: Ri ght .

PRESI DENT: Renenber | told you later that | could get a
100, 0007

HAL DEMAN: That nmakes—that rings a bell “cause you
t al ked about Rose having some nobney or--
sonething. | renenber that.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible with tape noise)

HAL DEMVAN: You didn't know what kind of a-be had told

you that Mtchell had been working up this
programw th of, uh, financial support for
t hose people. You didn't know what that

was. At that point you didn't know whet her
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HALDEMAN

( CONTI NUED)

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

Mtchell was involved. He flatly says

here--in this report to you, he isn't
convinced that Mtchell was involved yet. or
at | east doesn't say so.

(Unintelligible) Hunt is blackmailing ne and
Ehrlichman (unintelligible).

(Unintelligible) that said, "screw him"
He went to see Ehrlichman after this.

Before (tape noise) the threat cane in the
Friday preceding, this was a Wdnesday, and
uh, the due date was the night preceding,

t he Tuesday ni ght preceding | inmagine the
talk (unintelligible).

Show Ehrlichman t hat nenorandum from
Kl ei ndi enst, and say we had no choi ce under
the circunst ances.

(Unintelligible),

Oh, Mtchell, I nmean (unintelligible) or the
prosecutor in this-has had nothing fromthis
break-in was nade avail able. The prosector

(unintelligible). Dean, see, informed them
of the Ellsberg break-in.

(Unintelligible) Petersen.

Ri ght .

(Unintel ligible)

(Unintelligible) prosecution. 1t’ll break
in the paper, it’ll say that' |l clear

El | sberg, Watergate buggers, tried to do
this or that and the other thing. Know what
| nmean? This is the only proper thing to
do; John he disagrees. And |—Kl eindienst
asked ne. | said there's no choice there.
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

(Unintelligible with tape noise),
How about inmunity for Dean.
| don’t think he can do it.(Unintelligible)

He's going to conme in to see him According
to Kl eindienst, he's gonna see, uh. (tape
noi se) .

(Unintelligible).
(Unintelligible) no sir.

(Unintelligible) I"mnot trying, you can't
deal with the guy, | don't think, if he's if
worse. | think he's playing this gane. He
may not be.

Yes.

If he's not playing this gane, then
(Unintelligible with tape noise).
(Unintelligible with tape noise).

Yeah, with John, not you. (Unintelligible
with tape noise) blackmail (unintelligible)
its a possibility. | would say it's wong.

(Unintelligible).

(Unintel ligible)you get the noney.
all that. Were does it |ead you?
(Unintelligible). Petersen’ s honorable.

I f he's honorable...

You do
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APRI L 25,

PRESI DENT: Pet ersen? Petersen’s (unintelligible).

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) Agnew for Vice President.
Even your worst enem es don't want to do
t hat .

PRESI DENT: Well, yeah. (Unintelligible with tape
noi se) .

HAL DEMAN: John is only raising that as a, as an
outside possibility, that's sonething he
just spun out last night, | hadn't heard his
story on that.

PRESI DENT: Well, gotta look at it as a possibility.
What Dean's up to.

HAL DEMAN: it's not been sonething (unintelligible). |
think, he's just |ooking at the, at the
wor st . . .

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMVAN: ...that could conme out of that end, and I
think it was, was, uh, in the process, also
trying to bring home the point that we...

PRESI DENT: ...that the sacking of Ehrlichman, Hal deman
ain't gonna do the trick

HAL DEMVAN: Well that's right.

PRESI DENT: That's really true.

HAL DEMAN: Yeah, not from a point of self-defense.

PRESI DENT: Absol utely.
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HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

We're prepared to do it, to go out on the
sword if it's the right thing to do. But
| acking the conviction that it's the right
thing to do we're, we’'re, |'"msure you're
gonna argue the-1"msure the point to
consi der, the other way

Let's not drag up (unintelligible) the
wagons up around the Wiite House. Let ne
say it's got to be you, Ehrlichman, and I
have got to put the wagons up around the
President on this particular conversation.
| just wonder if the son-of-a-bitch had a
recorder on him (Tape noise). | didn't
notice any but I wasn't | ooking
(unintelligible).

It's al nost inconceivable that the guy would
try that because...

He was really comng in, in fact, to warn
ne.

Yeah. He wasn't comng in, wasn't comng in
for the purpose of...

At that point, he hadn't nmade the comand
decision to, uh...

He had no thought that you were going to say
anything like this. Al he was comng into
tell you was that there was a problem He
wasn't expecting you to solve it, uh, uh, to
solve it, that way. | think you probably
surprised himenornmously by, by even raising
this point. And | think that is a..
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PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

TOM HART:

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

VWhat, what ?
O, you know, well, we could get the noney.
Yeah.

| think that's the last thing he expected
you to say.

What did he'd expect nme to say, we can’'t do
it?

What he expected you to say was well, that's
an indication of another part of the
problem isn't it? He was just trying to
poi nt, he was |ogging, and you | ook at the
course of this conversation, he went from
that point to other points, he was |ogging
all the problens, we have, the soft spots.
And they were things |ike Krogh, |ike the
350, and like this and like that, and this
was one of them

Excuse ne, M. President, M. Petersen s
across the street. D d you want to see him
here or over at the Oval Ofice?

(Unintelligible) going across, I'mgoing to
take a hard |ine on cl enency.

Yeah. | don't think he'll raise the

subj ect .

You don’t think he will?

| don’t think he's gonna (unintelligible).
| don’t (unintelligible).

(Unintelligible) Oh, | think Dean‘s Dean’s
told him or outlined it.

Coul d be, but | doubt it.



